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Police seek man
in rape of girl, 12

Police are searching for a
man who is charged with rap-
ing a 12-year-old girl.

Dale McCauley, 20, was 
charged July 30 in Tulsa Coun-
ty District Court with raping 
the girl June 29, court records

show.
War-

rants also
have been 
issued for
McCauley’s 
arrest for 
violation of
a protec-
tive order
and traBc
violations.

Po-
lice describe McCauley as 
American Indian, about 6 feet 
2 inches tall and about 155
pounds. He has black hair and 
brown eyes.

His last known residence
was in the 1600 block of North 
Columbia Avenue, police 
report.

Anyone with information
about McCauley is asked to
call Crime Stoppers at 596-
COPS or text or e-mail the 
Tulsa Police Department at
tulsaworld.com/crimestoppers
email.

The Crime Commission 
oQers rewards for information 
leading to arrests, and people
reporting information can
remain anonymous.

Five people killed
in two crashes

Four people were killed
early Tuesday in an alcohol-
related single-vehicle crash in
Sequoyah County, and a Com-
merce woman was killed when
she and a man were struck by 
a car while walking in Ottawa
County late Monday.

Dead are Jerry Lee Walker, 
35, of Roland; Shawna Renee 
McCoy, 20, of Muldrow; Man-
uel Dos Smith, 26, of Muldrow; 
Earl Gene Walker, 22, of Okla-
homa City; and Frances Burt,
50, of Commerce.

According to an Okla-
homa Highway Patrol accident
report, the Sequoyah County 
crash occurred about 1:45 a.m. 
on Slab Hollow Road about a
mile northwest of Roland.

A Chevrolet Trailblazer 
driven by Jerry Walker ran oQ 
the road, overcorrected, ran oQ
the road again and hit a tree,
the report states.

All four occupants were 
pinned in the wreckage and 
were pronounced dead at the
scene.

Jerry Walker was driving ei-
ther while intoxicated or while 
under the influence of alcohol,
according to the OHP’s initial
report.

Troopers reported that no
one in the Trailblazer was 
wearing a seat belt.

In Ottawa County, Frances
Burt was killed and Ernest
Burt, 62, was injured when
they were struck by a car on a 
county road near Miami about
11:30 p.m. Monday.

Troopers say the Burts were 
walking in the westbound lane
of traBc when they were hit
from behind.

The driver of the car report-
edly was not injured.

Woman, 75, fights
o< would-be rapist

MOORE — A 75-year-old
Moore woman told police
she fought off a would-be
rapist by kicking the man in
the groin and gouging his
eyes.

The woman told police 
that Shane Davis, 35, of
Oklahoma City stopped at
her home Thursday and
asked for help with a wound,
then attacked her when she
went to her bedroom for
medicine.

She said she fought back 
with a kick to the groin, poking
Davis’ eyes and hitting him
on the head with a cordless
phone until he ran away, police 
reported.

Police said the woman told
oBcers that she saw how to 
fight oQ the attack on the “Dr.
Phil” daytime television talk 
show.

Davis is now wanted in 
Cleveland County on a rape
complaint.

He’s being held in the
Oklahoma County Jail on an
unrelated robbery charge.
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Tree-trimmers cut o/ nearby burglars
After being alerted 

by a neighbor, the
landscaping crew 
confronts teenagers 
carrying o" goods.

BY DAVID SCHULTE
World StaQ Writer

Todd Rickert and his land-
scaping crew prune trees and 
trim bushes for a living, but
on Monday, they put aside
yard work to nail some bur-
glars who broke into a Tulsa
home.

The landscapers had just
returned from lunch to work 
on a customer’s garden in the 
1800 block of South Kings-
ton Avenue when a neighbor
asked if they had parked their
pickup at a nearby house.

When Rickert replied that
the truck wasn’t his, the 
neighbor said he feared that

•

someone was burglarizing 
the home.

The landscapers then took
a closer look and realized 
that they had better things to
do than trim shrubs and pull 
weeds.

That’s because three teen-
agers were carrying a tele-
vision and a computer to a 
pickup from a house.

Rickert sensed that the
teenagers did not live there 
and that the television and 
computer did not belong to 
them.

“I told them to stop when
they got to their truck,” said 

Rickert, whose business is
based in Owasso. “We were 
not going to let them leave
with the items.

“We told them they better 
hang out here because the
cops were on their way.”

Rickert and his crew were
soon joined by other people
in the neighborhood, causing
the burglars to drop the items
and run.

John Dulyea, a landscap-
ing crew member, said they
considered chasing the bur-
glars but didn’t because they 
thought the teenagers could
be armed.

Instead, they waited for the 
police.

Rickert said, “We knew 
they left their fingerprints on 
all of the items and knew the 
cops would show up at any 
minute.”

When police arrived, Rick-
ert and his crew described 
the burglars and told the o,-
cers what direction they had
headed.

Because of the landscap-
ers’ help, police arrested the 
burglary suspects near a dry-
cleaning business along 15th
Street between Yale Avenue
and Sheridan Road, O,cer 
Jason Willingham said.

Their names have not been 
released because they are ju-
veniles.

Police are not the only ones
who are grateful for the work-
ers’ help.

So is Matthew Olcott, 
whose home is the one the 
teenagers had broken into by
jimmying a window.

If Rickert and his crew had 
not intervened, Olcott’s fam-
ily would be without a televi-
sion, a computer and possibly 
other possessions, he said.

To Olcott, the landscapers 
are everyday heroes and re-
sponsible citizens.

“Thank God for the tree 
service crew,” he said. “Some-
body up above was looking 
out for me.”

But to Rickert, catching 
the suspects was a group ef-
fort in which alert neighbors
contacted the police, who
did their job in serving the
people that they have sworn
to protect.

“The cops played the big-
gest role, but we kind of 
worked as a team,” Rickert 
said. “If the neighbors were 
not paying attention, they
(the burglary suspects) would 
have never been caught.”

David Schulte 581-8367
david.schulte@tulsaworld.com

‘I told them to stop when they got to their truck. 
We were not going to let them leave with the 
items. We told them they better hang out here 
because the cops were on their way.’

Todd Rickert
whose landscaping crew helped thwart a burglary

Pact OK’d in school bus driver abuse case
BY SARA PLUMMER
World StaQ Writer

A $12,000 settlement agree-
ment between Union Public
Schools and a family that al-
leges that a former bus driver
abused two Union students 
has been approved in Tulsa
County District Court.

Shannon Phillip Tankers-
ley was sentenced to 15 years 

in prison in October after he
pleaded guilty to enticing a
14-year-old boy in Texas to 
send him a nude picture of 
himself.

Tankersley was a bus driver
for the Union school district
at the time and was fired after 
his arrest.

According to court docu-
ments, Tankersley befriend-
ed two minor brothers dur-

ing the spring of 2003. When 
their mother learned of the 
relationship, she notified 
Union o,cials, who told her 
that they had investigated 
Tankersley and assured her
that she had nothing to worry
about.

After Tankersley’s arrest in
February 2007, explicit pho-
tos of one of the boys were 
found, court records show.

The settlement agreement
calls for one of the boys to re-
ceive $11,000 and the other to
receive $1,000. After paying 
court costs, lawyer fees and
medical expenses, one boy 
will receive nearly $6,000 
and the other will receive 
nearly $450. Because they are
minors, the money will be put 
into accounts.

Before he was a Union bus

driver, Tankersley worked as
a bus driver for Tulsa Public 
Schools.

He will be under court su-
pervision for 10 years after his
release from prison and must
comply with sex-o"ender
provisions during that time.
He also was fined $15,000.

Sara Plummer 581-8465
sara.plummer@tulsaworld.com

Tribal leaders dedicate mound at museum site
BY ROCHELLE HINES
Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — 
Tribal o,cials dedicated an 
ancient symbol of American
Indian culture Tuesday as 
a key feature of a new cen-
ter that will tell the story of
all the federally recognized 
tribes in Oklahoma.

Members of the Musco-
gee (Creek) Nation sang and
prayed in their native tongue
in honor of the Central Prom-
ontory Mound — 1.7 billion
pounds of red earth piled 90
feet high at its peak encircl-
ing part of the burgeoning
American Indian Cultural 
Center and Museum.

The towering hill also
represents the completion
of the first major phase of
construction of the 125,000-
square-foot museum, which
will include the experiences
of people from 39 tribes.

“You may ask why did we 
build this big earthwork? 
Historically and tradition-
ally, for thousands of years, it 
may have taken a community
hundreds of years to build
something like this,” said
Gena Timberman, executive
director of the Native Ameri-
can Cultural and Education-
al Authority, the state agency

that is building the museum.
It took two years and

42,000 truckloads of dirt to 
build the modern mound,
which was inspired by earth-
en structures built in eastern
North America and in Okla-
homa, the most notable being 

the Spiro Mound in Le Flore 
County, Timberman said.

“From all across this conti-
nent, cultures indigenous to
this land have experienced
a continuous uprooting and 
dislocating of our people. 
We refer to these as times

of moving fires,” she said. 
“Well, if you look around and 
you see the construction and 
what’s happening around the 
state, you see that the fires
still burn. The progressive 
act of building something
this challenging in today’s

world … is proof that our cul-
tures do endure.”

Creek Nation member 
George Tiger of Bristow said 
he was thankful that this day 
had come.

“We thank you for people, 
people of all races,” he said 
first in the Creek language, 
then in English. “We thank 
you for those of us who are
native for we know that 
through you, we are all re-
lated.”

The museum, on a 300-
acre site at the intersection
of Interstates 35 and 40, has 
been years in the making. The 
Legislature approved a mea-
sure to create the authority
in 1994, but work to clean up 
the site, an old oil field, took
several years. Now, concrete 
slabs and walls stretch across 
the east side of the site, and 
a visitors center is nearing 
completion.

The state has provided 
much of the funding, includ-
ing a $25 million bond issue 
that Timberman said helped 
keep construction moving.

Chickasaw Gov. Bill Anoa-
tubby, an avid supporter,
and Seminole Nation Chief 
Enoch Kelly Haney, a former 
state senator who wrote the
bill creating the authority,
also attended the ceremony.

Creek Indian Felix Gouge sings Tuesday at the dedication for the Promontory Mound at the American 
Indian Cultural Center and Museum. Creek member George Tiger is at the right. Associated Press

conducted annually to give 

current information on socio-
economic levels, for a commu-
nity in the ACS and for a state
in the CPS report.

“We are doing worse than
the nation as a whole, and 
that number is just too high,”
Blatt said. “Almost one in six 
people are living in poverty.
… We continue to have almost 
one in five people without in-
surance, and we are just not

making progress.”
With fewer people nation-

ally and in Oklahoma insured
than in 2006, families might
find themselves in emergency
situations, Blatt said.

“Being without health insur-
ance puts people one illness 
away from poverty,” he said.

Jarrel Wade 581-8310
jarrel.wade@tulsaworld.com

CENSUS:
One o"cial laments 
the lack of progress 
for Oklahoma.
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